Tips and Tricks in the Micro Matrix System (December 2004):

Data/Import:

Industry Control Totals (ICT) from the Long- and Short-Term Systems for use in the Micro Matrix System:

· The Micro Matrix System can tell by the date fields if the projections are long- or short-term projections.

· The naming convention to date is

Long-Term
TICT.dbf or TICTExport.dbf

Short-Term 
TICT<area code>.dbf

Note: The TICT.dbf file is recognized by the Micro Matrix System and can be used without importing.  The TICTExport.dbf file is in the correct file structure to import and the data will not be recognized by the Micro Matrix System until it is imported. 

Data/Edit:

Staffing Patterns:

If you change the employment level of an occupation or add/delete an occupation in a staffing pattern:

· Do not change the other employment levels – add/delete the amount in the ICT file needing both base and projected amounts

· Otherwise, the system calculates the new staffing pattern ratio to the current ICT totals

· Then rerun Calculate Survey Level Projections and SE/UFW (see exception for SE/UFW)

Industry Directory: 

Allows you to move industries to roll up to different summary levels. 

For example: Postal Service, 4911 could be moved from Federal Government to roll-up in Transportation and Utilities.

Pre-Projections/Copy Exiting Pattern: 

Features:

· Append records to the tstaffpat.dbf file of the area you’re in such as statewide or national data

· Copy an existing tstaffpat.dbf from one area to another.

· Copy an existing tstaffpat.dbf for one projection time frame to another time frame for the same area.

Projections/Calculate Survey Level Projections:

1. Getting an individual industry report with Change Factors:

· Go to Projections/Calculate Survey Level Projections

· Select an Industry

· Select Tab: Occupations within Industries

· Export to Excel

· Among other data items, the file contains base year, projected year, and change factors

2. Changing Projection Values:

· Go to Projections/Calculate Survey Level Projections

· Select an Industry

· Select Tab: Occupations within Industries

· Change Projected values in Projection Column

Output:

1. The old “MegaMatrix” that was produced in the past contained misleading information that was discovered several years ago. In Output, Occupations within Industries (format 2) gives a detailed matrix including aggregations. Outside the system in ACCESS or FoxPro you can query on the file to obtain selected occupations within industries or selected industries within occupations. Job openings and training codes are provided separately because they are calculated at the total all industries level.

NOTE:  Job openings that include openings due to projection growth of an occupation and openings due to replacement of existing jobs are calculated at the all industry level and not industry/occupation cell level.

2. In the EDS file (mmexport.dbf) if every occupation within an industry is flagged for confidentiality then that industry will be flagged as confidential in the final reports. If you want that industry in your final report not to be suppressed for confidentiality, you will have to manually unflag the industry.

Self-Employed/Unpaid Family Workers (SE/UFW):

Editing (changing) a staffing pattern other than the SE/UFW staffing pattern requires rerunning everything under the Projections tab.

Clue: The self-employed and unpaid family workers ratios are applied to the wage and salary occupation employment, therefore if any changes are made to the wage and salary occupation employment, the SE/UFW ratios have to be calculated again.

Editing (changing) the SE/UFW staffing pattern, do not rerun SE/UFW under Projections but run everything else.

Federal Government and Postal Services:

1. Federal Government and Postal Services are now available from EDS as separate industries. If you extract mmexport.dbf files for your substate area, Federal Government and Postal Services will be separate in that file.

2. If you are using the statewide mmexport.dbf for your areas and you want specific Federal Government and Postal Services staffing patterns, the projection web site has those files.

3. The web site files contain Federal Government and Postal Services by county for your state. You have to aggregate county data to defined areas to use in the Micro Matrix System. The file is in the correct file structure to append to the tstaffpat.dbf file using Pre-Projection/Copy Existing Staffing Pattern.
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